
Getting started:
All of the great artists started by learning the skills of observation. You have to 

learn the rules in order to break them.

Can you guess who?



Pablo Picasso



HOW TO MAKE A GOOD 
COMPOSITION



Thumbnailing
Small, quick drawings which lay out the major objects in a drawing. Make 

clear boundaries that represent the edges of the page. The frame is like an 
electric fence. Using this edge wisely can generate a lot of power. Make many 

thumbnails sketches and discover many different possibilities.



Sighting and Proportioning



THE PRINCIPLES
The principles of designare the set of rules or guidelines of art that are to be 

considered when considering the impact of a piece of artwork. They are 
combined with the elements of designin the production of art. The principles 

are:

Movement
Unity

Variety
Balance

Emphasis
Contrast

Pattern/Rhythm
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Movement
Action, or alternatively, the path the viewer's eye follows throughout an artwork. 

Movement is caused by using elements under the rules of the principles in art to give 
the feeling of action and to guide the viewer's eyes throughout the artwork.

Artists: Antonio Balla, Marcel Duchamp


